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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 9354 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, BM 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE KIDNAPPING OF SOVIET ENGINEERS 
REF: BANGKOK 8705 

1. WE HAVE RECEIVED INDIRECTLY FROM A BURMESE DISSIDENT 
A STORY CONCERNING A PLAN TO KIDNAP SOVIET ENGINEERS IN 
BURMA. ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE, WHO SAID HE HAD HAD 
THE INFORMATION FOR OVER FOUR MONTHS, THE KIDNAPPING 
OF THE TWO RUSSIAN DOCTORS IN BURMA BY CHANG CHI 
FU' S GROUP ( REFTEL) HAS UPSET A SIMILAR PLAN OF THE 
KARENNI NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE PARTY UNDER MOREH AND 
THE KAREN NATIONAL UNION FORCE UNDER MAHN BA ZAN. 
ACCORDING TO SOURCE THESE GROUPS HAD MADE PLANS TO KIDNAP 
SIX SOVIET MINING ENGINEERS AT THE MAWCHI MINE WEST OF 
THAILAND' S MAE HONG SON PROVINCE ( VICINITY QB5975). 

THEY HAD PUT TRUSTED MEN AT THE MINE AND PREPARED A 
HIDEOUT TO HOLD THE RUSSIANS. THEY PLANNED TO GO FOR- 
WARD IN MAY BUT THE KIDNAPPING OF THE RUSSIAN DOCTORS 
UPSET THE SCHEDULE. THEY WERE PLANNING TO DEMAND THE 
RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS AND MONEY. SOURCE DID 
NOT KNOW WHETHER THE PLAN HAD BEEN COMPLETELY ABORTED 
OR JUST DELAYED. 
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2. SOURCE APPEARS TO KEEP HIMSELF INFORMED ON DISSIDENT 
ACTIVITIES. HOWEVER, WE CANNOT EVALUATE THIS STORY. 

3. SUBJECT TO DEPARTMENT' S VIEWS, WE WOULD SEE NO 
OBJECTION IF RANGOON WISHED TO PASS THIS INFORMATION TO 
INTERESTED PARTIES. 
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